
Guide your 
child to good 
food habits

Travel: 
St Lucia

Traf� c 
violation 
is a 
problem

Villager
The

Is
su

e 
3 

• 2
01

7





Contents
The Villager focuses on Irene Farm Villages. The magazine is 
delivered to the home of each resident on the Estate. The magazine 
is co-ordinated and published by Estates in Africa (Pty) Ltd on 
behalf of the Home Owners’ Association of Irene Farm Villages. The 
opinions of workers and personnel of Estates in Africa (Pty) Ltd do 
not necessarily reflect those of the HOA of Irene Farm Villages.

Publisher
Nico Maritz
E-mail: nico@eiapublishing.co.za

Editor
Kathy Thersby 
E-mail: kathy@eiapublishing.co.za

Sales Manager & Advertising 
Martin Fourie - Cell: 072 835 8405
E-mail: martin@eiapublishing.co.za
Office: 012 997 2712

Sales
Gerdie Murphy - Cell: 082 556 9863 
E-mail: gerdie@eiapublishing.co.za

Production Co-ordinator
Nicole Hermanson
E-mail: nicoleh@nowmedia.co.za

Graphic Design
Diane van Noort
E-mail: d2vn@mweb.co.za

EIA PUBLISHING OFFICE: 
Tel: 011 327 4062   Fax: 011 327 4094 
32 Fricker Road, Illovo, Johannesburg 
www.eiapublishing.co.za

Deadline for advertisements and editorial contributions: 
16  March 2017.

SOME AGENTS LIKE TO TELL YOU HOW GOOD THEY ARE, I PREFER TO SHOW YOU

 Devine design meets exceptional finishes and unmatched build quality in this dream 
property.  Open the front door and this stately home reveals finishes that will take 
your breath away, from the solid wood kitchen, imported porcelain tiles, modern 
bathrooms, underfloor heating and gas fireplace. The designs of the living areas 
are the perfect setting for entertainment, open plan that incorporates the kitchen, 
2 lounges, and dining room. Sliding door opens up to a patio with built in braai 
overlooking the garden and adjacent park. All bedrooms are upstairs – the main 
suite radiates style and provides the occupants with enough cupboard space and 
a beautiful en suite bathroom. One more bathroom and 3 bedrooms with a landing/
study area. In addition to the majestic look and feel of this home, it also offers 
the owner practical features like: 3 garages with enough space for a work bench, 
servant quarters with bathroom, automated sprinkler system and a generous stand 
for the kids to play. Situated in the award winning Irene Farm Villages.

 Situated in a quiet part of this award winning estate, this property offers everything 
and more. The location is perfection, adjacent to a green belt with natural veld grass 
overlooking the roaming wildlife guarantees tranquility and privacy, as there is no 
neighboring properties overlooking the entertainment area and pool. The home 
offers an open plan design that consists of 2 lounges, a dining room and stunning 
kitchen all with porcelain tiles. Study with built in cupboards is the perfect setting for 
working from home. On the first floor there are three bedrooms – the main bedroom 
offers an en suite bathroom with bath and shower. Enjoy your morning coffee from 
the balconies overlooking the green belt. The two rooms share a guest bathroom 
with bath and shower. The light and airy property also features a guest toilet, 
servant’s quarters, double garage and air conditioning in the main bedroom. 

Completed renovated beauty. Come and experience top notch finishes perfectly 
combined with an open plan layout that will please even the most discerning 
buyer. Step into the front door and be greeted by a spacious lounge area with 
air-conditioning. The open plan kitchen features granite tops and a separate scullery. 
Adjacent the dining room is a sunny, spacious entertainment area. Another lounge 
area with stack doors invites in the landscaped garden or provides the family with 
an informal living space to kick back and relax. The patio area features a built in 
braai overlooking the garden. Upstairs, the layout for family living is perfection. 
4 bedrooms, 2 en suite bathrooms and a family bathroom. The main suite offers 
a Juliet balcony with the look and feel of an expensive hotel room, the en suite 
bathroom features both bath and shower with double vanities. The family bathroom 
and the other en suite bathroom both have beautiful finishes and gorgeous layout. 
Other features include double garage, servant’s quarters, sprinkler system, air-
conditioning units and a street appeal second to none. 

R4 350 000 
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R2 999 000 R31999 000 

If sold is what you want, it’s Jonathan you call!
SOLD - Sole  M

andate
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Sold for above asking price

jonathan@superiorrealty.co.za  •  www.superiorrealty.co.za
Jonathan Koen     073 206 3877  •  012 662 5663
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At van Niekerk At van Niekerk 

 the Estate ManagerMessage from

Dear Residents

The Board has approved an 
operational budget levy increase of 
8.5% for the 2017/2018 fi nancial year, 
effective from 1st March 2017. The 
operational budget, along with the 
general expenditures, provides for the 
following additional expenses:
•  Six (6) speedhumps, which will be 

constructed in the following streets: 
Devon, Sussex, Essex, Chestnut, 
Paper Bark and Celtis Street;

•  Landscaping of the circle at the 
North gate;

•  Rehabilitation of the “old” dumping 
site between Phase one and Phase 
two;

•  Boundary walls – maintenance and 
painting (last phase);

•  Rental of the CCTV equipment;
•  Community investment activities 

including the adult education support 
project, the ≠Khomani San outreach 

project, the Village meander walking 
trail, and the school stationary 
support project, etc.

There are many ongoing activities in 
and around our Estate. The Master 
Development Plan for the HOA is 
slowly unfolding with the following 
projects currently in progress:
•  The Infra-Structure Development 

Plan (“IDP”): This consists of 
the upgrading of the two gate 
houses and the operational 
yard. The building plans must be 
fi nalised and approved by the 
Board. The Property Management 
Committee (“PMC”) of the HOA is 
in the process of appointing the 
professional team responsible for 
managing this project. The PMC 
has requested quotations from 
Quantity Surveyors and Structural 
Engineers. This project will be 
funded from the special levy, that 
was approved at the 2016 AGM.

•  The CCTV Project: The appointed 
supplier is X-On. The positioning 
points of the cameras around the 
perimeter have been mapped out. 
The digging of the plinth holes 
commenced on the 13th February 
and should be completed by the 
end of March. This project will be 
funded through a rental-to-own 
fi nancial package, which shall 
become part of the operational 
budget as mentioned above.

•  The Power Solution: This project, 
which runs together with the CCTV 

project, is the power network that 
will supply power to the cameras. 
Part of this project is the trenching 
around the perimeter by Vodacom, 
which will supply the fi bre to the 
CCTVs. The Board has approved 
the purchase of two 20kVA Perkins 
diesel engines, that will be utilized 
as standby power for the CCTV 
network in the event of power 
failure. 

•  The Fibre-To-The Home (“FTTH”) 
project is progressing well. The 
sub-contractors for Vodacom, who 
will be doing the micro-trenching in 
the roads, have established their 
site in the Estate and the trenching 
could commence any day now. The 
Members/Owners will be informed 
well in time about the signing-up 
with Vodacom. 

•  The Capex programme that deals 
with the above highlighted projects 
is set out in the diagram below.

At the Board meeting of February 
2016, the Directors adopted the 
following two (2) new rules, which 
will be tabled at the 2017 AGM for 
approval:
•  Water Tanks: Rule 5.2.13.13.9: 

“Water tanks may be installed. The 
water tanks must not be visible from 
the street front. The colour of the 
water tank, including that of any 
gutters and or downpipes must be 
an aesthetically pleasing earth-like 
colour, which must satisfy the HOA. 
Members must inform the Estate 
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Manager of the installation of the 
water tank(s).”

•  Drafting of plans by architectural 
professionals: The current rule 
4.6.3.6 reads as follows: “All plans 
for the construction of, or alterations 
to buildings, must be approved by a 
registered professional architect.” 

Due to requests received from the 
governing body of the architectural 
profession, SACAP, the following 
amendment to the current rule was 
adopted by the Board:

“All building plans for the construction 
of new dwellings, or any alteration or 
addition to buildings, including, but not 
limited to swimming pools, carports, 
boundary walls, must be drafted and 
signed by a professional architect or a 
draughtsman, who must be registered 
with the South African Council for the 
Architectural Profession (“SACAP"). 
Such architectural professional 
shall be required to submit his/her 
SACAP registration certifi cate with the 
submission of the building plans to 
the Aesthetic Sub Committee (“ASC”). 
The appointment of such architectural 
professional is at the sole discretion of 
the Member.”

The above rules will be presented at 
the 2017 AGM for rectifi cation by the 
Members.

The following estate agencies were 
accredited by the Board for the next 
fi nancial year dated 1st March 2017 to 
29th February 2018:
•  Buy Sell;
•  RM Realtors;
•  Superior Realty
•  Leane Graaff;
•  Pam Golding;
•  Leap Frog;
•  4th Avenue Properties;
•  Apple Properties;
•  Just Property Group;
•  Leapfrog;
•  Real net;
•  Seeff;
•  My Roof.

All the accredited estate agencies 
and their agents are welcomed at 
Irene Farm Villages. These estate 
agencies play a very important role in 
the marketing of the Estate in general 
and the selling of properties during 
the year. The Board appeals to its 
Members to support the accredited 
agencies. Members are reminded that 
should you make use of the services 

of a non-accredited agency or estate 
agent, a registration fee of R2,500 is 
payable, should such agent sell your 
property.

Building plans play a very important 
role in the management of the Estate 
in general. Not only does the Estate 
Offi ce keep records of the building 
plans of all the properties, but also 
ensures upon the transfer of the 
property into the name of a new 
Owner, that the existing building plans 
are fi led with the Estate Offi ce. The 
building plans are in the process of 
being scanned, which will enable the 
Estate Offi ce to make the electronic 
copies of the building plans available 
to the property owners. The building 
plans for all exterior alterations or 
additions must be submitted to the 
Aesthetic Sub Committee (“ASC”) 
for review and subsequent approval 
thereof by the HOA.

Any form of building work carried out 
without plans being approved by the 
HOA carries a penalty; alternatively 
the HOA may instruct that building 
work be discontinued. 

Residents are asked to use the North 

Juvenile Laughing Dove
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gate exit with caution, due to all the 
construction work going on across 
the North gate. At the same time 
Residents are reminded to be aware 
of the trenching and digging activities 
along the perimeter fence and 
preferably avoid this area during the 
next two to three months.

The Estate Management would like to 
thank all Residents who co-operated 
and assisted with the timeous 
registration of their household workers 

for 2017 before the cut-off date. All 
household workers should by now be 
in possession of the new 2017 yellow 
access card. Household workers must 
carry this card always, which card 
serves as a back-up system in the 
event of the bio-metric access system 
being off-line.

We once again call upon our 
Residents to keep to the speed limit 
of 40km/h and to stop at the stop 
streets.

You are reminded of the social meet 
and greet walk that takes place every 
Saturday morning in our estate. The 
walk starts at the IFV post offi ce 
at 07h30 and follows the Village 
Meander walking trail route. Residents 
are invited to use this opportunity 
to experience the lovely natural 
surroundings of our estate while 
meeting fellow residents. 

Regards
Estate Management

Yellow mongoose family
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Lenie Liesl
083 259 5342 084 870 1465

lenie@appleproperty.co.za liesl@appleproperty.co.za

IRENE FARM VILLAGES

R3 200 000

WEB REF: AP 6200

Land Size 601 sqm 
Floor Size 269 sqm 

This beautiful home offers 3 bedrooms, 
2 bathrooms, a double garage, pool and
staff quarters. 
 

IRENE FARM VILLAGES

R3 350 000

WEB REF: AP 6112

Land size 740 sqm 
Floor size 346 sqm 

Wonderfully located family haven 
comprising of 5 bedrooms, a study, 
4.5 bathrooms and a double garage. 

Your Home 
Our Core Business

www.appleproperty.co.za
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Marchell GalantMarchell Galant

IMPORTANT NUMBERS

Dear Residents

I want to welcome all our new 
Residents and tenants to Irene Farm 
Villages.

Traffi c violation is still a big problem 
in the Estate. It is not only contractors 
and day visitors that violate the traffi c 
rules but also Residents. 

The Estate Offi ce recently received a 
complaint from a Resident who was 
nearly involved in a motor vehicle 
accident on the corner of Chestnut 
and Country Club due to the failure of 
another Resident, heading towards the 

Make Sureremember
•  That all vehicles that are parked 

in driveways must be locked and 
all valuables (e.g. laptops, wallets, 
handbags and GPS navigators) must 
be removed from the vehicle.

•  That alarm systems must be 
activated and in a working condition. 
Please test your alarm system 
regularly to ensure that it is in a good 
working condition and that it does 

Residents can contact me directly should they be interested in having an alarm 
system linked to our Protea Coin 24hrs  Call Centre in Highveld Techno Park. 

Marchell Galant • galantm@proteacoin.co.za • 082 300 1835

send out a signal when activated.
•  To be vigilant at all times in the Estate 

and report any suspicious activities 
directly to the Bidvest Protea Coin 
Security.

•  To be law abiding citizens and 
prevent crime, register all domestic 
workers and gardeners and make 
sure that they have IDs or valid 
passport documents.

Kind Regards
Marchell Galant
Contract Manager
EPS Irene Farm Villages
Tel:  +27 12 665 5602
Mobile: +27 82 300 1835
E-mail: galantm@proteacoin.co.za

North gate, to stop at the stop sign.

Traffi c violation in the Estate is a very 
serious transgression and Residents 
should at all times abide to the traffi c 
rules and regulations of the Estate.

There are Residents who are still 
transgressing rule 4.7.7: ‘No person, 
who is registered on the bio-metric 
(fi ngerprint) access-system of 
the HOA is allowed to use his/her 
bio-metric access for the access of 
any other person onto the property, 
regardless of the status of such 

person’. Residents are reminded to 
abide to the rules of the Estate.

Residents should make sure that 
their household workers, au pairs and 
drivers that collect children for school 
are registered with the HOA offi ce.
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Irene farm VIllage 

4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 4 living areas, built in bar and wine cellar, 
enclosed entertainment room with dining area, study, kitchen and 
scullery with Caesar stone tops, walk in pantry, swimming pool, garage 
fits 3 cars +++ Nina 082 963 1994

Modern Masterpiece R5.9 mill web ref: 987

Model price Deposit No. of instalments 

R578 000 10% 36

Interest rate GFV Total cost

9.07% linked R376 500 R288 232

Sheer 
Driving Pleasure



Operational Income
Levy Income
Normal Levies 912 407 910 648 10 045 319 10 017 128 28 191 0.3%
Other Income
Interest Received 47 035 10 000 499 826 110 000 389 826 354.4%
Contractors Permits 8 300 20 000 130 365 120 000 10 365 8.6%
Estate Agent Registration 0 0 129 960 129 960 0 0.0%
Post Box Annual Fee 500 2 500 12 470 27 500 (15 030) -54.7%

968 242 943 148 10 817 940 10 404 588 413 352 4.0%

Operational Expenditure
Professional /Administration 51 876 69 155 715 719 692 795 (22 924) -3.3%
Accounting Fees 33 000 33 000 365 280 363 000 (2 280) -0.6%
Audit Fees 574 0 59 375 65 000 5 625 8.7%
Bank Charges 5 045 2 500 32 582 27 500 (5 082) -18.5%
Insurance 11 064 33 655 126 385 137 295 10 910 7.9%
Legal & Professional Fees 2 193 0 132 097 100 000 (32 097) -32.1%

General Office 34 016 11 000 158 840 150 800 (8 040) -5.3%
Office Equipment 1 420 1 000 8 469 12 800 4 331 33.8%
General Expenses 693 1 500 25 502 46 500 20 998 45.2%
Office Refreshment 885 1 000 9 973 11 000 1 027 9.3%
Printing & Stationary 24 534 3 500 59 267 36 500 (22 767) -62.4%
Telecommunication 6 484 4 000 55 629 44 000 (11 629) -26.4%

Operational Expenses 173 777 163 412 1 690 746 1 909 537 218 791 11.5%
Municipal Charges 37 035 50 000 352 209 550 000 197 791 36.0%
Recycling 8 909 8 662 93 369 95 287 1 918 2.0%
Donations 0 5 000 40 000 55 000 15 000 27.3%
Meetings 0 750 3 463 11 250 7 787 69.2%
Salaries & Wages 127 832 99 000 1 201 705 1 198 000 (3 705) -0.3%

Security 540 323 554 700 5 796 867 5 811 138 14 271 0.2%
Access Control (ClickOn) 20 793 22 000 223 480 242 000 18 520 7.7%
  - ClickOn Recovery (11 345) (12 000) (103 677) (132 000) (28 323) 21.5%
Equipment Maintenance SLA 20 610 19 500 233 925 216 045 (17 880) -8.3%
Security Maintenance 7 165 8 000 100 321 78 000 (22 321) -28.6%
Guarding Services 503 100 517 200 5 342 817 5 407 093 64 276 1.2%

Repairs & Maintenance 145 268 153 564 1 578 627 1 619 987 41 360 2.6%
Fuel 3 465 3 000 31 266 33 000 1 734 5.3%
General Maintenance 18 738 9 650 73 324 106 350 33 026 31.1%
Infrastructure Maintenance 3 273 3 000 38 208 33 000 (5 208) -15.8%
Park Facing Boundary Walls 5 225 12 500 131 652 137 500 5 848 4.3%
Park Maintenance 0 4 500 41 827 49 500 7 673 15.5%
Park Maintenance Contract 114 492 118 814 1 239 973 1 242 137 2 164 0.2%
Vehicles 76 2 100 22 377 18 500 (3 877) -21.0%

945 260 951 831 9 940 799 10 184 257 243 458 2.4%

January 2017 Year to Date YTD Variance
Actual Budget Actual Budget Value %
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Summary Income Statement 
January 2017
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January 2017 Year to Date YTD Variance
Actual Budget Actual Budget Value %

Account Ability
Office Address:
Sovereign Drive, 
Route 21 
Corporate Park

Accounting Office Hours
8:00 to 13:00 
Monday to Friday

Office Tel: 
082 780 0059

Accounts Email:
accounts@aams.co.za

IFV Accounts:
Winny Boshoff

Summary Income 
Statement by
Account Ability

IRENE FARM VILLAGES HOME OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION 
Summary Income Statement 

January 2017

❝You can only become truly accomplished at 
something you love. Don’t make money your goal. 

Instead, pursue the things you love doing, and then do 
them so well that people can’t take their eyes off you.❞ 

Maya Angelou

Operating Profit / (Loss) 22 982 (8 683) 877 141 220 331 656 810

Non-Recurring Revenue
Estate Penalties 2 000 0 33 650 0 33 650 100.0%
Late Building Penalties 0 0 53 250 0 53 250 100.0%
Late Payment Penalties 4 941 0 40 560 0 40 560 100.0%

Expense Recovery 0 0 855 0 855 100.0%
Plan Fee Recovery (4 930) 0 (49 259) 0 (49 259) 100.0%
- Plan Fee Cost 0 0 (49 260) 0 (49 260) 100.0%
Sale to Members 0 0 10 099 0 10 099 100.0%

Non-Recurring Expenses
Water Risk Management 0 0 23 180 100 000 76 820 76.8%
Traffic Management 0 0 73 918 75 809 1 891 2.5%
Social Development Projects 0 0 46 155 45 000 (1 155) -2.6%
Water Tanker Roadworthy 0 0 0 50 000 50 000 100.0%
Park Development 0 0 48 428 60 000 11 572 19.3%
Historic Tshwane Accounts 0 0 1 375 408 000 406 625 99.7%
Environmental Development 0 0 70 976 153 500 82 524 53.8%
Cash Provision 0 15 000 0 185 000 185 000 100.0%

Net Positive/ (Negative) 2 011 (15 000) (224 136) (1 077 309) (773 381)

Net Profit / (Loss) 24 993 (23 683) 653 005 (856 978) (116 571)

“At the 2016 AGM, the HOA 
Members approved the CCTV 
camera implementation along 
the perimeter of the Estate. The 
Board provisioned R2,000,000 
for the cabling and for the power 
along the perimeter. After going 
through a tender process with 
potential suppliers, Spectra Projects 
was appointed to implement 
the power provisioning solution. 
The implementation started 
in December 2016 with a fi rst 
payment of R858,617, which lead 
to the reported loss for the month 
of R704,999. This loss, which is 
funded by the R2,000,000, will be 
capitalised as soon as the project 
has been completed, correcting the 
reported loss for the month.”

You can only become truly accomplished at 
something you love. Don’t make money your goal. 

Instead, pursue the things you love doing, and then do 
them so well that people can’t take their eyes off you.❞ 

Irene Farm Village Home Owners Association - Infrastructure Development
Actual Budget Actual Budget Value %

Revenue
Special Levies 214 638 0 434 329 0 434 329 100.0%
Stand Sales  3 078 240 0 3 078 240 100.0%

Projects
WIP - CCTV Project  0   
WIP - Infrastructure Development 
Project  0   

WIP - Land Purchase Project  0   
WIP - Power Solution Project  858 617
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Red duiker in town.

Trumpeter hornbill also in town.

By James Clarke and Mary Broadley

St Lucia village in northern Kwa/Zulu … 
No, wait. Let me start again. St Lucia is a bit 
bigger than a village. After all it has a dozen 
tarred streets, short though they are.

The town’s resident population is 
800 – mostly business owners 
and retirees.

There’s no town council – just 
a motivated rate payers group. 
There’s a satellite police station, a 
medical centre, fi lling station, lots of 
restaurants and three coffee shops. 
Nothing big or fl ashy about St Lucia 
yet all the houses are well built and 
the gardens well-tended. Half of them 
are B&B establishments. 

St Lucia is, in fact, the world’s 
smallest privately-owned town. It 
is enclosed entirely inside a World 
Heritage Site, namely the relatively 
new iSimangaliso Wetland Park. 

The town lies on Africa’s largest 
seawater/freshwater estuary – Lake 
St Lucia, and the game park that 
engulfs it stretches 230km north to 
Kosi Bay and the Mozambique border. 

The town has a cosy feel and a 
palpable air of serenity.

There is one other privately-owned 
town inside a World Heritage Site. It’s 
in Michigan in the United States but as 
the townsfolk enjoy hunting practically 
everything in the neighbourhood it 
has an entirely different ambience. 
Zululand’s St Lucia sees itself as part 
of nature and nobody would dream of 
shooting anything. 

It is unique in a number of ways. It 
rates as one of the world richest towns 
in terms of biodiversity – probably 
a record number of bird species for 
a town (526 species throughout the 
park, scores of mammals and reptiles). 
I would guess the town and its 
surrounds have well over 300 species.

Prominent road signs warn people 
to look out for hippo that wander in 
at night. 

Courtesy of iSimangaliso Park
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Echo Lodge’s grounds.

iSimangaliso, a name that doesn’t 
take long to trip off the tongue 
(isssy-man-gallee-soh) means 
“miracle” or “wonder”. It was South 
Africa’s fi rst World Heritage Site. 
The United Nations Educational, 
Scientifi c and Cultural Organization, 
Unesco, designated it as such 
because of its “superlative natural 
beauty and unique global values”. 
The 332 000 hectare park has eight 
interlinking ecosystems, hence 
the bird count. It’s right on Africa’s 
largest estuarine system and 25 000 
year-old forested coastal dunes 
are said to be the highest forested 
dunes in the world. 

The fi rst photograph of the “living 
fossil” coelacanth was taken along its 
coastline – off Sodwana Bay. 

If one follows the beach that starts a 
couple of hundred metres from the 
town centre one might well come 
across a deep furrow coming up from 
the waves into the dunes – a sign 
that a giant leatherback turtle or a 
loggerhead turtle emerged during 
the night to lay its eggs. Four of the 
world’s seven species of marine 
turtles lay their eggs along the coast.

Its main street, Hornbill Street, with 
its warning sign about hippos, has 
several small shops all very much 
within human scale. And there’s a 
post offi ce which, in the 1950s, was 
run by the sister of Britain’s Prime 
Minister, Anthony Eden.

We were down there to explore the 
reserve and, en passant, fi nd a rare 
bird that had fl own in – the Eurasian 
oystercatcher. We found it thanks to 
Mike Bower, technical manager at 
St Lucia Echo Lodge. He happened 
to be on an inspection round of the 
iMfolozi River mouth and saw us 
after we’d walked 10 or 12km along 
the beach, fi rst north and then south 
towards Mapelane. He guessed what 
we were after and invited us to jump 
in his Land Rover. That’s how we saw 

and photographed the oystercatcher 
back near Mapelane – a “lifer” for 
both of us. We were later joined by 
Themba Mthembu who, in 2015, was 
named KZN’s best tourist guide. He is 
a formidable birder.

We stayed at St Lucia Eco Lodge, 
which I remembered from years 
ago as Seasands Lodge. We were 
greeted near the entrance by a wild 
but unfazed crowned hornbill, a big 
dramatic bird whose huge bill looks 
capable of cracking macadamia nuts. 
Next morning an even bigger hornbill, 
the trumpeter, appeared. Its massive 
bill looks as if it could crack stones.   

The lodge’s proprietor is Kian Barker, 
a 53-year-old ichthyologist, former 
game ranger and, it seems, the 
region’s best tourist guide. He lived 
in Melville, Johannesburg, for a few 
years and in 1996 moved to St Lucia. 

He operates a tourist service, Shaka 
Barker, which does night drives and 
day tours of iSimangaliso including 
snorkeling at Cape Vidal. At fi rst he 
managed the lodge but, 18 months 
ago, took it over and transformed it 
into a very attractive, rambling 54-

Courtesy of iSimangaliso Park
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Intimidating art at St Lucia quay.

room hostelry set in a luxuriant 
tropical garden. Its second storey 
suites look over the forest canopy 
to the sea. 

There’s a 100-seat conference hall 
plus a smaller hall. 

The lodge has no restaurant but it 
does have its own bistro – the Hog 
and Hippo – which is licensed and 
offers a fixed menu of “afro-cuisine”. 
One can also order a braai that the 
lodge makes for you – or stay in a 
self-catering apartment.

There are night drives into the reserve 
where one might see lion, leopard, 
spotted hyena, elephant, giraffe, 
buffalo and red duiker and Southern 
Africa’s smallest antelope, the cat-
sized blue duiker.

We had lunch at the popular Skiboat 
Club amid a babble of foreign tongues 
and watched hippos, crocodiles and 
a low-flying squadron of pink-backed 
pelicans. 

The town is central to so many 
attractions, such as the wetland 

itself and uMkhuzi Game Reserve 
that is now part of iSimangaliso 
and arguably the richest birding 
reserve in South Africa. Less 
than an hour, but separate from 
iSimangaliso is the uMfolozi/
Hluhluwe Game Reserve. 
It has the big five, as does 
iSimangaliso.   

Apart from snorkelling among sub-
tropical fish there’s surf and deep 
sea fishing within reach of town.

We took a late afternoon barge 
cruise up the estuary and quietly 
sidled up to a pod of hippo with their 
young. The next day elephant were 
swimming a few metres from the 
barge. 

I know from experience that hippos 
often have a bad attitude and the 
barge’s skipper informed us that a 
hippo can charge at 50km/h. I doubt 
this but certainly it can outrun a 
human. He advised that, if charged, 
we must use the same strategy as if 
being charged by a man-eating lion, 
look around for fattest person and 
simply stay in front of him.

Crowned hornbill at Echo Lodge’s 
entrance.
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FULLY GROWN PALM TREE 
Lovely fully grown Palm tree available to be given away.
Recipient to uproot and remove.
If interested call Nanditha on 072 576 3821

ALTOKLEEN
We specialise in Cleaning carpets and furniture, leather and 
material. We clean windows, spring clean, loose carpets, 
matresses and pest control. Phone Alta  082 395 6449.

SMALLS
DOMESTIC WORKERS
Francina is looking for work in the estate. She is available 
any day of the week. Please contact 072 521 0421 

We have a very reliable, hardworking and trustworthy lady 
that needs to fill her week. She has been working for us for 
4 years. She worked for my son for 6 years in Southdowns 
estate [he is now emigrating]. She has a Tuesday and 
Thursday available. For more details and a reference please 
phone me Susan 082 8515 711

Servants room with full bathroom available in estate 
in exchange for 1 day’s work. Please contact Tania at 
082 565 5895. Available immediately.

GARDENER
We have a very hardworking gardener looking to fill his 
week – Wednesday’s and Thursday’s are available.
He has been working for us for 3 years and is also working 
for other families in the estate. For more details and a 
reference please phone me Susan 082 8515 711

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
Do you want to spend more time with your family? We 
may have the solution for you.  If you are a driven, honest 
and hard working person who want to work flexible hours, 
we have an excellent home base opportunity for you.  You 
can work around your family commitments.  A minimum 
investment of R1500 is required.  To become part of our 
dynamic team, call  Elmarie at 084 955 5999.

If you would like to advertise in our 
smalls section, please contact us: Tel: 

012 662 3505  
email: admin@irenefarmvillages.co.za

KINDLY  NOTE: ALL SMALLS 
ADVERTISEMENTS NEED TO BE 

RESUBMITTED EVERY MONTH.

Jonathan Koen
Cell: 073 206 3877 

www.superiorrealty.co.za 
jonathan@superiorrealty.co.za 

Principal: S.J. van Wyk
082 454 9813

Tracy Keyter: 082 928 8219
Tracyk@seeff.com

Sylvia Meneely: 084 010 8504
sylvia.meneely@seeff.com

Offi ce: 012 667 2167 
Fax: 012 667 3566

www.Seeff.com

Principal: Nina Antoniou
Agent: Nina Antoniou 

Cell: 082 963 1994
Agent: Eunice

Cell: 071 676 5940
Offi ce: 012 667 3692 
Fax: 086 617 0516

Jana Brink and Frank Roos
Cell: 0724020181/
Cell: 0825550466

Offi ce: 0126675201
jana.centurioneast@justresidential.co.za
frank.centurioneast@justresidential.co.za

www.justpropertygroup.co.za

Principal: Retha Schutte
Offi ce: 012 644 8300 
Fax: 012- 664 6790
Agent: Peter Varrie 
Cell: 082 457 7416 

peter.varrie@pamgolding.co.za

Principal: Leane Graaff
Agents: Leane Graaff
Cell: 083 457 3184

Offi ce: 012 689 2018
Fax:  086 698 6210

Email: lgestates@absamail.co.za

Lenie Visagé & 
Liesl van Staden

083 259 5342 & 084 870 1465
lenie@appleproperty.co.za
liesl@appleproperty.co.za
www.appleproperty.co.za 

Machelle Henning-Walker
Kantoor: 071 657 7555

Cell: 082 789 7888
Epos: machelle@rmrealtors.co.za

PO Box 61740
Pierre van Ryneveld

0045
Stand 2185, Halfmoon Drive, 

Irene Farm Village

Jeane Minnie
082 092 9947

jeanem@realnet.co.za

Principal: Yolanda Barnard
Agent: Yolanda Barnard

Cell: 082 941 2002
Offi ce: 012 003 3242

E-Mail: yolanda@yb-law.co.za
Web: www.yb-law.co.za

REPAIRGUYS
For all your home maintenance and repair needs.
Specialising in :
* Waterproofing
* Painting
* Tiling
* Plumbing
* Irrigation and grey water systems
* Air conditioning - new installations and maintenance
Contact Lance for a quote: lance@repairguys.co.za / 
082 447 7095.

JUMPING CASTLES AND HELIUM BALLOONS 
@ 42 Country Club Ave Contact Werda Tel:  082 822 8659 or 
visit www.creativecastles.co.za. 
Facebook: @creativecastlespta.

INTERNET
Are you tired of your unreliable Internet?
Contact Starbright IT Solutions today to hear how we 
can help you with an affordable and reliable Internet 
connection! 
Tel: 012 004 0080 / info@starbright.co.za / 
www.starbright.co.za 

PET SITTER
I am your trusted Petsitter. Whether you are away for one 
day or more, I feed your pets in the comfort of their own 
home. Phone Michiel: 071 016 0913 or 082 448 5844 or visit 
my website: www.MyPetCare.co.za.
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS

10111
012 664 8600

079 528 1630

012 662 1688
42831
42832
082 300 1835
082 838 7779
082 947 7610

10177
082 911

012 662 3505/5601
079 525 9281

Tel: 082 780 0059
Fax: 086 671 9798
info@aams.co.za

Police Emergency
Lyttelton Police Station
Pierre van Ryneveld
Community Policing Forum

Security at Gates
Guard House Main Gate
Guard House North Gate 
Security Manager
Protea Coin Shift Manager 
Irene Farm Controller 

Fire Emergency
Medical Emergency

Irene Farm Villages:
Estate Office
Estate Manager

Managing Agent:
Account Ability
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MELIA GARDENS
Would you like to have a beautiful 
garden? Our professional, reliable 
garden service company can assist 
you. We have over 16 years’ experience 
and also offer pool maintenance 
services.
We will be working full steam over 
the December holiday period for your 
convenience.
Contact us for a quotation and see 
how we can maintain your garden and 
make it flourish!
Amelia - 0833264210
gardenlady@mweb.co.za

MONAVONI NURSERY
Landscaping, irrigation, nursery. 
012 668 1261

LIFESTYLE HOME GARDEN
Indegenous and exotic plants, home 
decor and restaurants. 011 792 5616

MADISON FLOWERS
Fresh floral arrangements. 
012 667 1802 / 082 873 3797

GRASSYNER KLINIEK/
LAWNMOWER CLINIC 
PRETORIA
Sales accessories, parts &repairs on 
movers, lawn tractors, brushshutters 
pressure washers, vacuum cleaners,
chainsaws and more. Best brands, 
amazing service, Top Deals Every 
time!  Tel 012-323-1833
www.lawnmowerclinic.co.za

HOME SERVICES, 
BUILDING & 

MAINTENANCE

FINANCIAL PLANNING
Professional Advice on all Personal 
and Business related Insurance 
needs.
Personal: Medical Aid, Funeral , 
Life Cover, Short Term Insurance, 
Investments
Business: Group Benefits , Company 
Agreements, Business Contingency, 
Commercial Insurance
Contact Us:
riaan@netactive.co.za / 
hilda.muller@netactive.co.za
084 653 6299 / 083 6536299 / 
012 348 1239
Office Hours : 8H00 – 16H00

FINANCIAL SERVICES

HASSLE-FREE POOL SERVICES 
Weekly pool maintenance for R 500 
including chemicals.  Contact Mark 
Venter at 082 601 6868 or e-mail me at 
markventer67@gmail.com 

PLUMBING – PLUMB AVID
Drains, leaks, maintenance, 
installations. 012 654 2513

DENTAL CARE
Irene Village Care, General dentistry 
and more. Irene Village Mall. 
Call: 012 662 0302 / 079 069 4607  
info@irenecare.co.za
www.irenecaredentist.co.za

DR CHRISTA ROCHER
Your GP in Irene Village Mall
Family Health, Child Health, Women's 
Health Call: 012 662 0305
Info@christacare.co.za
www.christacare.co.za 

PHARMACY
Rynepark Pharmacy Beauty salon, 
stockist of Environ, clinic services, 
baby clinic, Discovery Vitality checks 
012 662 1705

QUALIFIED IRIDOLOGIST / LIVE 
BLOOD ANALYSIS
Achieve optimal health by identifying 
your hidden imbalances. Contact 
Willemien du Toit  082 789 3929 
dutoitwillemien@gmail.com
www.lumeniq.co.za   Irene, Pretoria

MEDICAL SERVICES

GARDENING AND 
LANDSCAPING

 CLEAN PURIFIED WATER
Visit the @FRESH WATER SHOP at 
Ryneveld Lifestyle Center. Pierre van 
Ryneveld.  We do: Refills, Sell bottled 
water, containers, dispensers & other 
products.
Contact us @: sales@atfresh.co.za or on 
072 117 5803. 

LOOKING FOR A 
PHOTOGRAPHER?
See my portfolio here at 
www ivanmullerphotography.com. 
If you like what you see, contact Ivan 
at 082 454 8487 or ivanmuller@icon.
co.za. I also have a large format photo 
quality inkjet printer that can print on 
canvas and fine art paper up to size A0. 
My studio is at 579 Broadbury Circle, 
Cornwall Hill Estate. I am also available 
for any type of location photography.

LITTLE EINSTEIN'S 
PLAYSCHOOL:
Beautiful environment with 
exceptional educational resources. 
Highly qualified educators and an 
outstanding grade 0 year. Grade 
000 to 0. Sharon 082 904 8157 or 
012 667 5524

GENERAL SERVICES

RESTAURANTS

CREATIVE WOODWORKS-
WODDEN DOORS & WINDOW 
FRAMES
Maintenance and Restoration,
General Installations and
Custom Joinery. Please Contact
Kobus Langeveldt-079-632-5331
Or 074-615-8579
www.creativewoodworks.co.za

CHEMDRY
Convenient appointments, deep 
cleaning on carpets & upholstery. 
Chantel 
012 663 8531 / 082 372 4999

EVENTS & DÉCOR
Unlimited Events Décor
Décor, sound & lighting, balloons, 
photography, treat & eats 
012 664 1114

HOME SERVICES, 
BUILDING & 

MAINTENANCE

MEADOW GREEN RESTAURANT. 
012-667-6464.

TRANSPORT SERVICES
COLETTE DIRKS AIRPORT 
SHUTTLE SERVICE AND 
TRANSPORT TO AND FROM ST 
ALBAN’S COLLEGE.
Bus will leave from main gate at 
6:30. Pick up from St Alban’s in the 
afternoon.
Contact Colette at 082 415 3830 
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TO JOIN A GROUP TOUR OR CREATE YOUR OWN?
Join a Group Tour or create your own? Wendy Wu Tours knows that every 
traveller is different, so they offer some advice on the different touring styles.

GROUP TOURS  vs  TAILOR-MADE TRAVEL

GROUP TOURS:
EVERYTHING IS TAKEN CARE OF
There are no worries on a group tour.
Travelling through Asia is sometimes seen as a daunting 
experience, but the Wendy Wu Tours escorted group tours 
make things easy. Absolutely everything is taken care of by 
your National Escorts and Local Guides, plus your fl ights, 
meals, accommodation, touring, entrance fees, local 
transport – and even your visas are included in the price!

SEE ALL OF THE ICONIC SIGHTS
As the experts in group travel, Wendy Wu Tours knows the 
very best things to see; and they can guarantee that those 
‘bucket list’ and authentic sights will be visited. Not only will 
they be visited though – your National Escort will take you 
and your group at the very best times so you’ll have more 
space for yourself to soak it all up.

LIKE-MINDED TRAVELLERS
What’s special about group travel is the like-minded people 
you travel with. Ranging from 6 to 29 people in each 
group from different corners of the world, you’re bound to 
form friendships that often last a lifetime – you may even 
choose to travel on future tours together. Whether you’re 
travelling as a couple or solo, it’s a great experience for all, 
so embrace it and let your travel companions enrich your 
experience over a drink or two, while discussing the day’s 
adventures.

A VARIETY OF TOURING STYLES
Wendy Wu Tours understands that every traveller is 
different - which is why they have a number of different 
group touring styles. As well as their ‘Classic’ range – 
comprehensive tours visiting the most iconic sights, you 
can also choose from ‘Discovery’ tours, aimed at those 
with an adventurous side and their ‘Exclusive Collection’ – 
luxury tours with little added extras. Each style has its own 
personality to bring your holiday alive.
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ULTIMATE FLEXIBILITY
Travelling on a tailor-made itinerary means that you are 
in control. From what time you wake up in the morning, 
where you go for lunch, to what hotel you stay in – it’s all 
your choice. And of course, the sights that you visit are 
entirely down to you too; each itinerary is truly unique. 
For those moments of inspiration, their tailor-made team 
are on hand to give you all of the advice you need. Fulfi l 
your dreams – where you want, for as long as you want, 
on the dates that you want.

GET OFF THE BEATEN TRACK
Tailor-made touring gives you the opportunity to delve 
that little bit deeper into your destination of choice and 
spend as much time there as you wish, without the worry 
of keeping to a schedule.
This could be anything from joining a local family for 
lunch, walking through remote countryside, fi nding 
secret streets within bustling cities or even concentrating 
entirely on a special interest that you may want to 
explore further – the options are endless.

PRIVATE TRAVEL
Sometimes life just gets in the way, so holidays are the 
ultimate opportunity to spend quality time with your friends 
or loved ones. So whether it be a special trip for two, a 
group of 20 members of your extended family or a special 
interest holiday for your local walking club – no matter what 
the size or requirements, it’ll just be you and your party on 
any tailor-made holiday, accompanied by your dedicated 
expert guide.

ADD THE ELEMENTS YOU WANT
Any group tour can be adapted and made into a tailor-
made holiday. So if you like what you see or want to 
combine elements of several group tours together, no 
problem – the options are endless.
Or perhaps you’d prefer to piece together your trip from 
scratch? It’s all possible.

TAILOR-MADE TRAVEL

Conclusion 
Group and tailor-made travel both offer the ultimate touring 
experience; but it’s down to you as to which one suits you 
the best. If you’re looking for a fl exible approach with just 
your loved ones, Wendy Wu Tours recommends opting for 
a tailor-made holiday. However, if sharing your experiences 
with fellow travellers is more for you, a group tour may be 
more your style.

Whilst both touring styles differ, each and every tour 
has the same unrivalled service and once-in-a-lifetime 
experiences. 

 Over 19 years’ experience
 Unrivalled knowledge and experti se
 Comprehensive range of group, 

private and tailormade holidays
 Depart from many regional SA 

airports
 Fully Inclusive group tour prices 

with no hidden extras
 Award winning guides
 Authenti c dining and delicious local 

cuisine
 Hassle-free visa service
 Safe and secure with ASATA & IATA

R8 000.00 
PER PERSON 

We’ve put together a series of savings 
across many of our group tours to China, 

Southeast Asia and Japan.

Simply quote “Irene” to take 
advantage of these great 

deals.

SAVE
UP TO

China     Tibet     Nepal         Vietnam      Cambodia      Laos      Japan     
Burma     India        Sri Lanka & beyond

   

TOP REASONS TO CHOOSE 
WENDY WU TOURS

WONDERS OF CHINA                                      

17 Days Fully Inclusive from R46 532.00 p.p            
Saving of R8 000.00 p.p

A hugely popular tour visiti ng China’s most iconic sights 
including the Great wall and the Yangtze River.

VIETNAM AT A GLANCE
13 Days Fully Inclusive from R33 215.00p.p

Saving of R4 200.00 p.p
The perfect snapshot of this unique and capti vati ng country. 

See the big citi es and savour the breathtaking scenery of 
Halong Bay and the Mekong Delta.

Valid for all 2017 tour departures for travel up to 
30 October 2017. 

Book and pay a tour deposit of R2 500.00 per 
person, before 31 March 2017 to secure the 
discount. Subject to availability on tour and 

airlines. Only valid for new bookings. 

*Terms and conditi ons apply. 

Contact reservati ons for more tours and detailed iti neraries 
at 010 001 9998 / email: sales@wendywutours.co.za or visit 

your preferred travel agent.

www.wendywutours.co.za      





Visit wendywutours.co.za to find out 

more about their different touring styles.
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What your child eats today will have a great impact on his or her health throughout 
their teenage years up to adulthood. Consuming a well-balanced diet helps children 
and teens grow, develop, and help with their self-esteem. Nutrition also plays a role 
in cognitive development, which also influences how they perform academically. 

Good nutrition also helps 
preventing children and 
teens from becoming 
overweight or obese 
and developing chronic 

diseases, such as diabetes and 
hypertension, as well as dental 
cavities and nutritional deficiencies 
such as iron-deficiency anaemia. 

The development of feeding skills, 
food habits and nutrition knowledge 
infl uences the cognitive development 
that takes place in a series of stages, 
each laying the ground work for the 
next. Unfortunately children don’t 
know enough on their own to naturally 
choose to eat well. 

Numerous infl uences, some more 
obvious than others, determine the 
food intake and habits of children. 
Habits, likes and dislikes are 
established in the early years and 
are carried through to adulthood. The 
major infl uences on food intake in 
the developing years include family 
environment, social trends, the media 
and peer pressure. 

It is therefore important to provide 

GUIDE YOUR CHILD TO 
GOOD FOOD HABITS

them with the right nutrition now and 
to guide them so that they can learn 
at an early age what’s necessary for 
good health. This will also help to set 
them up for a life of proper eating 
and nutrition, almost certainly helping 
them for the years to come. 

Here are some tips on how to guide 
your child to have good food habits: 
•  Encourage your child to consume 

at least three balanced meals and 
two healthy snacks daily. This helps 
to control their blood sugar levels, 
which also helps to prevent them 
from wanting any non-nutritious 
foods. 

•  The most important meal for a child 
is breakfast. Starting the day with a 
nutritious, well-balanced meal allows 
them to concentrate and learn to 
their full potential.

•  Pack your child’s lunch for school, 
including foods from different food 
groups. Make sure to keep it fun 
and exciting by including a variety of 
colours, shapes and sizes. 

•  Always keep a variety of healthy 
snacks available such as fresh fruit, 
yoghurt, raw vegetables and whole 
grains.

Monika Nieuwoudt
(Dietitian at Easy Health Wellness)

•  Encourage your child to try out new 
foods as well as foods with different 
textures. Prepare foods with different 
cooking methods, for example steam 
versus stir fry. This allows them 
to increase their knowledge about 
different foods, also allowing them to 
increase the variety in their diet. 

•  Let your child participate in grocery 
shopping, meal planning, and 
meal preparation. These are great 
opportunities to teach them about 
good nutrition. 

•  Never use food as a reward or 
punishment. Children who are 
deprived of meals as punishment 
can tend to overeat when possible 
for fear of missing the next meal. 

•  Do not be overly restrictive with 
sweets and treats. You want your 
child to develop a healthy attitude 
towards them. It is great to teach 
them that moderation is the key. 

•  Discourage your children from 
snacking while watching television. 
People tend to ignore their hunger 
cues while watching television, 
leading to overeating. 

•  Encourage your child to be active. 
Let them discover physical activities 
that they fi nd enjoyable.
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