
 
The summary of findings from the report include the following points: 
 

 "The conservation value of predator breeding is zero; the economic value is minimal and 
undermines South Africa’s tourism brand value ... studies have proven that breeding predators 
in cages or enclosed areas has no conservation value in the South African context. Moreover, 
there has not been a successful lion reintroduction programme with lions bred in captivity in the 
South African case.” 
  

 “South Africa’s captive lion breeding industry for hunting is an international pariah, and hence 
the Government should rethink this policy stance. The announcement by DEA that the lion bone 
quota determined for 2018 is doubled from 800 in 2017 to 1500 for 2018 is highly concerning."  
  

 "Captive lion breeding for hunting is currently lawful, but this does not make it ethically, morally 
or socially acceptable, especially when the manner in which hunted animals are raised and 
released for hunting. It is obvious in this instance that hunting of captive-bred lions might have 
done irreparable damage to the reputation of South Africa, especially considering the negative 
global publicity.” 
  

 "The use of lion bones, body parts and derivatives in commercial trade, including for 
scientifically unproven medicine, is one of the major emerging threats to wild lion, besides 
habitat loss, diminishing prey and human wildlife conflict, and could serve as a cover for illegally 
wild-sourced lion and other big cat parts.” 
  

 “South Africa’s conservation reputation is being challenged for its captive lion breeding industry 
and its perceived disregard of the impact, effect, welfare and consequences of its policies with 
respect to captive lion breeding and wildlife trade…” 
  
“South Africa is the largest legal exporter of lion bones and skeletons ... Ninety-eight percent of 
these were destined for Laos and Vietnam, which are known hubs for illegal wildlife 
trafficking…." 
  

 “The risk of human health and safety posed by zoonosis - an infection or disease that is 
transmissible from animals to humans under natural conditions, including tuberculosis (TB) and 
possible exposure to lethal compounds …. The risk to South African lion abattoir workers is real. 
South Africa also risks finding itself in a precarious legal position should it arise that the country 
had exported tuberculosis-infested lion bones.” 

 
The summary of the Proposed Resolutions put forward in the report by The Portfolio Committee 
on Environmental Affairs includes the following:  
  

 Department of Environmental Affairs to urgently initiate a policy and legislative review of the 
Captive Breeding of lions for hunting and the lion bone trade with a view to putting an end to 
this practice.  
 

 Department of Environmental Affairs to conduct an audit of the captive lion breeding facilities 
throughout the country, including those offering private lion and cheetah cub petting and/or 



walking activities.  
  
 

 Department of Environmental Affairs and Department of Agriculture Forestry and Fisheries to 
present a clear programme of work on how they intend to address the badly neglected animal 
welfare and health issues which were raised during the colloquium.  
  
 

 The agreement between the Kruger National Park and Association of Private Nature Reserves 
(APNR) concluded in 1996, should be revised to ensure that there is sharing of benefits, arising 
from the collapse of the fences in the western boundary of the Kruger National Park in the 
interest of the broader society.  
  
 

 The Department of Environmental Affairs should reconsider their decision earlier this year to 
increase the lion bone trade quota from 800 to 1 500 lion skeletons, as it was purportedly based 
on the Interim Report of the Scientific Authority, which report it emerged during the colloquium, 
was informed by commercial considerations, as opposed to science.  


